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STRUGGLES

By Abu Hurayrah

ith the slogan of, “Bring me something

from the Qur'aan or the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allaah”, Ahmad ibn Hambal, the
defender of the Sunnah of the Messenger of
Allaah, salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam, made clear
the dividing line between the Truth and the
many falsehoods. For, while there is only one
Truth, we know that there exist many kinds of
falsehood taking many different forms. In the
time of Ahmad, the predominant falsehood
being spread was regarding the nature of the
Qur'aan. However, the struggle between the
Truth and the many heads of falsehood
continues unabated through to our times with
little sign that it will ever let up until the Day
of Judgment, when Allaah will judge between
the followers of Truth and those that deal in
falsehood [Al-Jaathiyah (45:27 - 30)].

What is particularly disturbing about the
prevalent falsehood in the time of Ahmad ibn
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Hambal is that it was predominantly
propagated by those claiming to be righteous
Muslims of their time, including no less than
the khaleefah and his closest scholars. It is this
fact that further drives home the point that our
deen of Islaam does not come from the
statements of men, but that it should only
come from the statements of Allaah and His
Messenger, salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam.

We, therefore, should make an extra effort to
understand our deen in as pure a sense as
possible; not  through the prevalent
contemporary philosophies but through the
pure understanding of Islaam as held by the
companions of the Messenger of Allaah,
salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam. This is because
Islaam came down in a complete and perfect
form, as Allaah explains, “...this day have I
petfected your religion for you, completed My
favor upon you, and have chosen for you
Islaam as your religion...” [Al-Maa’idah (5:3)].
Nothing can be added nor subtracted from
Islaam except that it would take it away from



this perfection and become a matter of evil
innovation.

It should be understood, however, that leaders
and government scholars are not inherently
corrupt, as a cursory glance at Islamic history
will clearly demonstrate otherwise, with such
notable examples as Umar bin “Abdul azeez,
Salaahuddeen Al'ayyoobee, and Haroon
Arrasheed, to name a few. Our lesson is that
the truthfulness of someone regarding their
deen is in how close their actions and their
statements coincide with those of Allaah and
His Messenger, salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam.

CC’} o, while there io O’"’Kf_‘f one
As we turn to face the struggles of our society
in modern times, we must always remember
that success and victory are always with Allaah.
And there is no way through which to earn
Allaah's help except that we follow and adhere
to His Qur'aan and the Sunnah of His
Messenger, salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam. This
was something about which Ahmad ibn
Hambal had certainty, inshaaAllaah. It was
with this certainty that Ahmad stayed strong,
protected the Ummah of his time from a terrible
misguidance, and was granted victory over his
enemies. I ask Allaah to grant us victory in our
struggles against the many heads of falsehood

and to keep us always on the Straight Path and
guided upon the Truth. Aameen.

By Ummlimarah

mam Ahmad was dragged on his face

and tied up between two huge planks of wood.
The big bodied, muscular men were told to line
up. Mu’tasim told the first man to whip Imam
Ahmad as hard as he could and to inflict as
much pain as possible. There was a long line
up of people who were going to whip Imam
Ahmad. Mu'tasim didn’t want his men to get
tired of whipping Imam Ahmad. So after two
strikes, he would tell each one to step aside
and let the other continue. Mu’'tasim and his
scholars were getting angrier by the minute
because Imam Ahmad was still holding strong
- relentless. One of the men shouted at Imam
Ahmad, “Your khaleefah is standing in front of
you, you should obey him.” Mu'tasim got up
from his seat and starting beating Imam
Ahmad with the metal handle of his sword. "O
Ahmad, what do you say about the Qur'aan?”

. “It is the word of Allaah, uncreated ...”

What was Imam Ahmad’s crime? The belief
that the Qur’aan is the word of Allaah. That it is
not created.



At the time of
Imam Ahmad, a

group of
Muslims known
as the
Mu'tazilah

denied some of
the attributes of

Allaah. By
ascribing
human
qualities, such
as hearing, |
sight and
speech to
Allaah, they
erroneously
believed  that
they were

likening Allaah
to the creation.
This  incorrect
belief, therefore,
led them to
believe and preach that the Qur'aan was not
spoken by Allaah but created like all other
things. The khaleefah at the time, Ma'moon,
capitulated to that position and ordered that all
the scholars be interrogated. Anyone who did
not accept the position of the state was to be
imprisoned, tortured and/or killed. When
Ma’'moon died, he indicated in his will that the
mihna (inquisition) was to be continued. Hence
his successor, Mu'tasim, continued to imprison
and torture the scholars who held firm to the
stance that the Qur’aan was the word of Allaah
and that it was not created.

The Arabic word for oppression/wrong
doing/injustice is dhulm. The linguistic
meaning of the word dhulm is to place
something in other than its proper place (i.e. to
misplace something). Various types of dhulm
(oppression) have been mentioned in the
Qur'aan and Sunnah. In one instance, it is
mentioned in the Qur‘aan that the greatest
dhulm (oppression) is shirk:

“Verily, joining others in worship with Allaah
is a great dhulm (wrong) indeed.” [Lugmaan (
31:13)]

When one commits shirk, he is misplacing the
most important concept of his existence - the
concept of worship - and is directing it to other
than Allaah.

Another type of oppression that has been
mentioned in the Qur’'aan and/or Sunnah is
that of oppressing one’s soul.

“Whosoever does an evil action, or oppresses
his own self through sinning, then seeks
Allaah’s forgiveness, will indeed find that
Allaah is most forgiving, most merciful.” [An-
Nisaa, (4:110)]

A final type of oppression, and one that we are
all familiar with, is that of wronging another
being - in their person, wealth or reputation.
This is the type of oppression that was
subjected to Imam Ahmad and the other
scholars who held firm to the belief that the



Qur’aan is the word of Allaah and that it is not
created.

There is no doubt that oppression is forbidden
in Islaam. In a hadith Qudsi, the Messenger of
Allaah, salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam, informed us
that Allaah said:

“O My Servants, indeed 1 have prohibited injustice
for myself, and 1 have
prohibited it amongst you.”
Yet in another narration,
Anas reported that Allaah's
Apostle said, "Help your
brother, whether he is an
oppressor or he is an
oppressed one. People asked,
"O Allaah's Apostle! It is
all right to help him if he is
oppressed, but how should
we help him if he is an
oppressor?" The Prophet
said, "By preventing him
from oppressing others."

Oppression is nothing new in this world. It
didn’t start with Imam Ahmad and surely will
not end with him. The important lesson for us
here is how the believer should react when he
is being oppressed. When an act of injustice is
directed towards a believer, he should react in
a manner befitting his belief and the
superiority of his imaan. Looking back at
the life of Imam Ahmad, we see that
Imam Ahmad and the true believers
around him exhibited some

characteristics that we all should emulate

should we find ourselves in that

situation; hardly a hypothetical situation
in the times we live in.

To begin with, we see that Imam Ahmad was
steadfast in his ibaadah (acts of worship) while
being whipped in chains and shackles that
were heavier than his entire body. Not only
did he do his obligatory acts of worship, but
also the supererogatory deeds such as giyaam-
ul-layl (night prayer), as well as increasing his
supplications. His grandson once asked him,
“How are you going to pray in all these chains
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Oppression is
nothing new in this afe
world. It didn’t start
with Imam Ahmad

and surely will not

and shackles, you can’t even sit the way the
Prophet salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam sat?” Imam
Ahmad responded, “A person can pray
however it is easy for them. I praise Allaah for
all the good that Allaah has done and glory to
Allaah in the manner He tests His servants.” In
another instance, Imam Ahmad became
unconscious due to the intensity of the
beatings that he was subjected to. To bring him
back to life, the khaleefah
ordered the guards to
sprinkle water on him.
regaining
consciousness, Imam
Ahmad was brought a
sweet date drink (a
delicacy of the time) and
was asked to drink. Imam
Ahmad responded, “By
Allaah, I will not break my

end With him. fast”. We see in these

examples, imaan of the

; highest order. Imam Ahmad didn’t make

excuses to forgo his obligatory acts of

worship but remained patient and
steadfast in his worship.

In addition, while in prison, beaten
and subjected to both physical and
psychological torture, we see that

Imam Ahmad exhibited immense

patience, perseverance and upright

character.  Firstly, never did Imam

Ahmad disrespect the khaleefah or the

guards while he was going through
all these ordeals. On the contrary,
we see that he kept referring to the

khaleefah, as “Ameerul mou’mineen”

(Commander of the Believers). He

didn’t call him a kaafir (disbeliever)

nor did he ask the people to revolt against
him, thereby putting all the Muslims in harm’s
way. Secondly, when he was questioned on his
stance regarding the Qur’aan, he didn’t engage
in long-winded debates. All he said was, “Give
me something (some proof) from the book of

Allaah or the Sunnah of his Prophet salallaahu

“alayhi wa sallam.” As believers, this should be

our motto, when confronted with such



situations. Finally, when Imam Ahmad was
being treated for the wounds inflicted by the
intense beating he received at the hands of
Mu'tasim, without the luxury of anesthesia, he
kept smiling and saying, “Alhamdulilaah”. This
is indeed a characteristic of a true believer.

A final lesson we learn from Imam Ahmad’s
story, is the responsibility on the shoulders of
those who are in positions of leadership in the
community, at times of calamity. One of Imam
Ahmad’s famous sayings when he was being
tortured was, “The fall of the scholar is the fall
of the community.” Since Imam Ahmad, by
virtue of his knowledge and tagqwa (fear of
Allaah), had a position of influence, his actions
would have had a tremendous effect on how
the rest of the people behaved. Muhammad ibn
Nuh, Imam Ahmad’s student, who, like Imam
Ahmad, was imprisoned and tortured, had this
naseehah (advice) for Imam Ahmad right before
he succumbed to his injuries from the beatings:

“O Abba Abdallah, Allaah Allaah, you are
not like me. You are a man whom people
emulate and look up to for leadership. All the
people have extended their necks just to see
what you are going to do. So, fear Allaah and
be firm for the sake of Allaah.”




0] b ___ '.

41E'

it

““Dalool (Evidente:

By BintAmina

hall I not tell you of the beauty of Al-

Islaam? 1t is that every action is already
legislated within the Qur'aan and Sunnah,
having no additions or subtractions. They form
the foundations of this deen - The Qur’aan, the
Speech of Allaah as revealed to His Messenger
salallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, and in turn the
Sunnah, the traditions of the Prophet salallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam. These two paragons of light
provide us with guidance and direction, and
adherence to them ensures the believer success;
for while others may go about this life
performing actions which they think shall give
them benefit, the reality may not be so if these
actions do not comply with the Qur‘aan and
Sunnah.

Allaah  ta’ala states: Say (O Muhammad

salallaahu “alayhi wa sallam): Shall We tell
you the greatest losers in respect of (their)
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deeds? Those whose efforts have been wasted
in this life while they thought that they were
acquiring good by their deeds! [Al-Kahf (8:103-
104)]

What then is the importance of making sure
our actions conform to the Quraan and
Sunnah? Surely, we wish not to be amongst the
losers and make our deeds a wasted effort. We
are saved from this with affirmation of our
actions and having proofs for them.

In our times, there is such a lack of Islamic
knowledge that people readily overstep this
boundary, introducing new ideas and strange
practices, often unknowingly. Thus we state
the danger of this as Allaah ("Azza wa Jall) says:

Behold, you received it on your tongues, and
said out of your mouth things of which you
had no knowledge, and you thought it to be a
light matter, while it was most serious in the
sight of Allaah. [An-Noor (24:15)]



It is something which is often overlooked, a
most rampant danger within our Ummah.
Surely it is a disease, committed so frequently,
yet it remains to be one of the major sins in Al
Islaam; saying what you do not know, or rather
speaking without knowledge.

We must ponder over our words, that which
we disseminate and propagate - their
implications, their insinuations and ultimately
their consequences. For surely one should fear
that he may attribute something incorrect to
this deen; a grievous thing indeed. We hope,
bi'idhnillah ta'ala, not to be of those who bring
falsehood to this deen: "And who does more
wrong than the one who invents a lie against
Allaah" [As-Saff (61:7)]

We look to a shining
example of the past, one
who refused to
compromise his  deen
while others crumbled,
one who would not
buckle under the
pressure and invent a lie
against Allaah, one who |
stood strong in his faith
and did so because of the
exemplary tawakkul
(reliance upon Allaah) he =
exuded. He was Imam
Ahmad ibn Hambal, the
epitome of courage and a
model for the Ummah. A
single man against an
entire system of
corruption, yet he was %I
unwavering in defending
this deen, for he feared none but the One above
His Throne. When a group emerged [the
Mu'tazilah] with strange ideas concerning the
Qur’aan (primarily that it was created), Imam
Ahmad was firm in his rebuttal. With the
looming threat of persecution, he continued to
propagate that which was correct; affirming
Allaah’s Names and Attributes as they are
established in the Qur’aan and Sunnah, and that

the Qur’aan is surely the Speech of Allah -
uncreated.

When the twenty eight scholars who stood for
truth, dwindled to only two (Imam Ahmad
and his student Muhammad ibn Nuh), Imam
Ahmad stood firm. When his enemies placed
shackles upon him, shackles which were
heavier than his own body, Imam Ahmad
retained his resolve. When Muhammad ibn
Nuh had passed, and he stood alone, he
remained upon his correct stance. He was
whipped, he was dragged, he was imprisoned,
he was tortured - yet through it all he was
unwavering in what he called to, secure in his
deen, and in the promise of Allaah,
strengthened by his taqwa and his tawakkul. He
stuck to the Qur'aan and Sunnah, and argued
with that which is
better, while his
enemies were guided
by their own intellect,
preferring their
opinions and
interpretations over
the truth.

The Mu'tazilah stand
| as an example of
what can occur when
we bring forth our
own opinions, when
in fact, we ourselves
~ have limited
~ knowledge. Imagine
. how much this deen is
corrupted when

F % people opt to

o et e * propagate their own
intellect instead of relying and paying heed to
the words of learned men, for verily the
scholars, they are the inheritors of the
Prophets.

Ibn Mas’ood (radiyallaahu "anhu) said: “You are
in a time whose scholars are many, and its speakers
are few. After you will come a time whose scholars
are few, and whose speakers are many.”



The speakers have indeed increased in
number, and may Allaah ta’ala give us the
knowledge to recognize those who base their
statements upon the Qur’aan and Sunnah and
those who do not. The light of this deen shall
become apparent when it is shown in the
correct manner, devoid of falsehood.
Increasing ourselves in knowledge is one way
of working towards this effort. It is that which
will tell us to remain silent when we truly do
not know and speak with a surety when we do.
And may we pay heed to the words of Malik
ibn Anas, who stated:

“Is it to be the case that every time someone comes
who can argue better than another that we are to
abandon what Jibreel brought to Muhammad
(sallallaahu “alayhi wa sallam) because of his
argument?!"

Thus, do not be fooled by eloquent speech nor
high status, and be certain of the evidence
behind your actions.

As Muslims we know where hidayah
(guidance) may be found, surely it is from
none other than the Qur'aan and Sunnah. Thus,
we realize the importance of having proofs for
our deeds, that which has been established in
these two sources. And perhaps one individual
personifies the importance of such an ideal
above all; Imam Ahmad who elucidates for us
how imaan dispels injustice, how taqwa trashes
tyranny, and how patience outlasts the
schemes of the enemy. One man who stood
against a system who sought to silence the
truth, to put out the light of Islaam, yet he
feared Allaah and had reliance in him, such that
the Qur’aan and Sunnah prevailed, such that we
can hear his story today and find immense
benefit from this astonishing profile of
courage.

May we realize the importance of the Qur’aan
and Sunnah, and strive to make our actions in
accordance to them, seeking the pleasure of
Allaah ta’ala. Aameen.
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